
Mass of Christian Burial 
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Sr. Mary Rosita Schiller, RSM 

July 14, 1936 — April 17, 2024 

April 27, 2024  |  10:00 AM 
 

Cathedral of Saint Andrew 
Grand Rapids, Michigan 



I N T R O D U C T O R Y  R I T E S  

COLLECT  Response: Amen. 

ENTRANCE  Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven 



RESPONSORIAL PSALM  Keep in Mind 

L I T U R G Y  O F  T H E  W O R D  

FIRST READING  Romans 6:3-9 

(be seated) 

Brothers and sisters: Are you unaware that we who were baptized into Christ 
Jesus were baptized into his death? We were indeed buried with him through 
baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the 
glory of the Father, we too might live in newness of life. For if we have grown 
into union with him through a death like his; we shall also be united with him 
in the resurrection. We know that our old self was crucified with him, so that 
our sinful body might be done away with, that we might no longer be in 
slavery to sin. For a dead person has been absolved from sin. If, then, we have 
died with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with him. We know that 
Christ, raised from the dead, dies no more; death no longer has power over 
him.  

The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

1. If we die with the Lord, we shall live with the Lord. 
If we endure with the Lord, we shall reign with the Lord. 

2. In Christ all our sorrow, in Christ all our joy. 
In him hope of glory, in him all our love. 

3. In Christ our redemption, in Christ all our grace. 
In him our salvation, in him all our peace. 

Text: 2 Timothy 2:8-12. Tune: Lucien Deiss, CSSp. © 1965 WLP. 



HOMILY (be seated)  

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL (stand)  

L I T U R G Y  O F  T H E  E U C H A R I S T  

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  (stand)  

GOSPEL 

Before the Gospel: 

John 6:44-51 

The Lord be with you.   
And with your spirit. 
A reading from the holy Gospel according to John. 
+ Glory to you, O Lord. 

Jesus said to the crowds: "No one can come to me unless the Father who sent 
me draw him, and I will raise him on the last day. It is written in the prophets: 
They shall all be taught by God. Everyone who listens to my Father and learns 
from him comes to me. Not that anyone has seen the Father except the one 
who is from God; he has seen the Father. Amen, amen, I say to you, whoever 
believes has eternal life. I am the bread of life. Your ancestors ate the manna 
in the desert, but they died; this is the bread that comes down from heaven 
so that one may eat it and not die. I am the living bread that came down from 
heaven; whoever eats this bread will live forever; and the bread that I will 
give is my Flesh for the life of the world."  

The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

We pray to the Lord.  Lord, hear our prayer 

During the preparation of the gifts, several articles representing Sr. Rosita’s 
life and work will be brought forward in procession. 

Soil from the family farm: Humble beginnings to Greatness. Sister Rosita spent 
the first 16 years on the family farm. Her faith was deeply instilled by praying 
the family Rosary nightly. 

Mercy Cross: During the last 72 years Sister Rosita has faithfully followed her 
vows of the Sisters of Mercy. She has dedicated her life to prayer, service and 
love.  

Morning and Evening Prayer Book: Sister Rosita has devoted a prayerful 
lifestyle integrated into her daily activities, and attended Mass every day. 

PREPARATION OF THE GIFTS (be seated)  



OFFERTORY SONG  Here I Am, Lord 

Globe: Sister Rosita has been a world traveler, including being a visiting 
professor in South Africa, and accompanying a team of hospital advisors to 
Saudi Arabia. Sister has traveled in Europe and visited all 50 States. 

Buckeye Fan: While Sister Rosita was a professor at Ohio State University for 
35 years she became an avid buckeye fan, and remained a follower of OSU. 

The past 20 years Sister Rosita has worked at Trinity Health until her 
passing. She wrote Financial grants for the hospital and clinics. 

Gift bearers: Marie Bridge, Sister Helen Marie, Laura VanBeek, Kristin 
LeVasseur, Kathy Scudder, Grace DeJong, Molly Denman. 



PRAYER OF ACCEPTANCE   (stand)  

Pray, brothers and sisters, that my sacrifice and yours  

may be acceptable to God, the Almighty Father. 

May the Lord accept the sacrifice at your hands 

for the praise and glory of his name,  

for our good and the good of all his holy Church. 

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS Response: Amen. 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER   

 PREFACE DIALOGUE   

The Lord be with you.  And with your spirit. 

Lift up your hearts.  We lift them up to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  It is right and just. 

 HOLY, HOLY, HOLY   

(kneel or be seated) 



 AMEN  

 MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION  

(stand) 



(kneel or be seated) 

Behold the Lamb of God, behold him who takes away the sins of the 

world.  Blessed are those who are called to the supper of the Lamb. 

Lord, I am not worthy that you should enter under my roof,  

but only say the word and my soul shall be healed. 

All are invited forward in the communion procession.  Roman Catholics who are in the state of 

grace are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Those Catholics who are not properly disposed to 

receive Holy Communion, members of other Christian denominations, and those who do not 

share our faith in Christ, are invited to come forward with arms crossed to receive a blessing.  

LAMB OF GOD   

THE LORD’S PRAYER   

SIGN OF PEACE  The peace of the Lord be with you always.  

And with your spirit. 

C O M M U N I O N  R I T E  



PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION Response: Amen. 

COMMUNION Eat This Bread 

COMMUNION Ave Maria 



F I N A L  C O M M E N D AT I O N  

INVITATION TO PRAYER   

SONG OF FAREWELL   

PRAYER OF COMMENDATION   



P R O C E S S I O N  T O   
T H E  P L A C E  O F  C O M M I T T A L  

 I Know That My Redeemer Lives 

Music: All rights reserved.  Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-703296 



Schiller, Sister Mary Rosita, RSM, (nee Margaret Anne) a Sister of Mercy for 68 
years, died at the age of 87 on Wednesday, April 17, 2024, at St Mary’s 
Hospital. She was the fifth of seven children born to Edmund and Julia 
(Greiner) Schiller, in New Era, Michigan. At the age of 16 she joined the Sisters 
of Mercy in Detroit and professed vows on August 16, 1955. She graduated 
from Mount Mercy Academy, earned a bachelor’s degree from Mercy College 
of Detroit, and completed her dietetic internship at Henry Ford Hospital, 
Detroit. She earned a Master of Science degree from Michigan State 
University, and PhD from The Ohio State University (OSU), Columbus. She 
began her career as a hospital dietitian in Manistee and Lansing, Michigan and 
in 1966 she joined the faculty at Mercy College of Detroit. In the post-Vatican 
II era when policies in religious orders changed, she received permission from 
her superiors to take a position as Director of Medical Dietetics, School of 
Allied Medical Professions, at The Ohio State University. After teaching for 35 
years, she retired from OSU in 2003 as professor emerita and took a part time 
position at Saint Mary’s Foundation, Grand Rapids. Known by her students 
and professional colleagues as Dr. Schiller, she was a Fellow of the American 
Dietetic Association and internationally known as an educator, researcher, 
and leader in the field. She authored three books, numerous articles, and 
book chapters on topics related to dietetic practice, clinical nutrition 
management, quality improvement, leadership, dietetic education, and 
research methodology. She has served in many leadership positions and held 
offices at the state and national levels. Among her many honors were the 
Medallion Award from American Dietetic Association and the President’s 
Award from the Ohio Dietetic Association. As a trustee at Mount Carmel 
Health Systems (Columbus), Saint Mary’s Health Care (Grand Rapids), 
University of Detroit Mercy, All Saints Academy (Grand Rapids) The OSU 
Alumni Club of West Michigan, she contributed her knowledge and expertise 
in governance of health care and education. 

Sister Rosita was preceded in death by her parents; her brothers, Thomas 
(Rev.) Timothy and Francis; brother-in-law, Walter; and sisters-in-law, 
Genevieve, and Teresa. She is survived by her brother, Joseph (Ruth) 
(Minneapolis); her sisters, Stella O’Donnell (Ludington) and Rosemary 
(Norman) Byrne (Ada); 26 nieces and nephews; more than 65 great nieces and 
nephews; and a loving Mercy Community. 

Those who wish are invited to make a memorial contribution to the M. Rosita 
Schiller Scholarship Fund, OSU Medical Dietetics Division, 453 West 10th 
Avenue, Columbus, OH 43210-1234, or Saint Mary’s Foundation, Grand 
Rapids, or Sister of Mercy Ministry Fund.  

Will we all meet in heaven? Oh what joy even to think of it. 

—Catherine McAuley 


