
 
 

Diocese of Grand Rapids 

2018 Statements, Letters, Appointments, News Releases & Media Coverage 

 

Statements 

On the death of Most Reverend Joseph Cistone, bishop of Saginaw - October 16, 

2018 

On the Attorney General's investigation of the Catholic Church in Michigan 

(English | Español) - September 21, 2018 

On the death of Richard DeVos - September 7, 2018 

On the resignation of Cardinal Theodore McCarrick from the College of Cardinals - 

July 30, 2018 

Regarding headstones found behind Holy Cross Cemetery - May 23, 2018 

Regarding allegations of inappropriate conduct at Grand Rapids Catholic Central 

High School - March 17, 2018 

On the occasion of the fifth anniversary of Pope Francis' election to the papacy - 

March 13, 2018 

Regarding the resignation of Coach Kristen Nelson - February 24, 2018 

Commemorating Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Day - January 15, 2018 

 

Appointments & Letters 

Retirement Fund for Religious collection (English | Español) – December 2018 

Catholic Campaign for Human Development collection (English | Español) – Nov. 

10-11, 2018 

Prayer and fasting before the USCCB Fall General Assembly (English | Español) – 

Oct. 31, 2018 

https://grdiocese.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/DOGR-Statement-Bishop-Cistone-Death.pdf
http://wcm.dioceseofgrandrapids.org/Documents/Statements%20and%20Releases/DOGR_AG_Investigation_Statement.pdf
https://grdiocese.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/DOGR_AG_Investigation_Statement_SP.pdf
https://grdiocese.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/statement-death-of-richard-devos-sept-2018.pdf
https://grdiocese.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/statement-resignation-cardinal-mccarrick-july-2018.pdf
https://grdiocese.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/statement-holy-cross-cemetery-may-2018.pdf
https://grdiocese.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/statement-cchs-march-2018.pdf
https://grdiocese.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/statement-pope-francis-fifth-anniversary-march-2018.pdf
https://grdiocese.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/statement-west-catholic-softball-february-2018.pdf
https://grdiocese.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/statement-mlk-jr-day-january-2018.pdf
https://grdiocese.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/retirement-fund-religious-november-2018.pdf
https://grdiocese.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/retirement-fund-religious-november-2018-spanish.pdf
https://grdiocese.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/catholic-campaign-human-development-november-2018.pdf
https://grdiocese.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/catholic-campaign-human-development-november-2018-spanish.pdf
https://grdiocese.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/fall-general-assembly-fasting-october-2018.pdf
https://grdiocese.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/fall-general-assembly-fasting-october-2018-spanish.pdf


 
 

Follow-up letter to the faithful of West Michigan on the clergy abuse crisis (English 

| Español) - September 10, 2018 

Letter to the faithful of West Michigan on the clergy abuse crisis (English | Español) 

- August 16, 2018 

New pastoral appointment - effective August 12, 2018 

Urging participation in the Novena for the Legal Protection of Human Life (English 

| Español) - August 4/5, 2018 

Commemorating Religious Freedom Week (English | Español) - June 16/17, 2018 

New pastoral appointments (May 2018) - effective July 2018 

Regarding the Catholic Relief Services Collection (English | Español) - March 2018 

Regarding The Light is ON for You (English | Español) - Feb. 18, 2018 

Regarding the 2018 Catholic Services Appeal (English | Español) - Feb. 2018 

Regarding the CRS Rice Bowl campaign - (English | Español) - Feb. 2018 

Commemorating Catholic Schools Week - (English | Español) - Jan. 27/28 2018 

Letter to Aquinas College commemorating Catholic Schools Week - Jan. 2018 

New pastoral appointments - effective Jan. 31/Feb. 1 

New appointments - effective Jan. 12 

 

News Releases & Advisories 

St. John Paul II groundbreaking (August 19, 2018) - August 17, 2018 

Bishop Walkowiak to ordain the diocese's newest priest - May 30, 2018 

Bishop Walkowiak to Ordain Three New Deacons for the Diocese of Grand Rapids - 

May 10, 2018  

Update to St. Robert Catholic School in Ada - April 2018 

https://grdiocese.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/abuse-crisis-september-2018.pdf
https://grdiocese.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/abuse-crisis-september-2018-spanish.pdf
https://grdiocese.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/abuse-crisis-august-2018.pdf
https://grdiocese.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/abuse-crisis-august-2018-spanish.pdf
https://grdiocese.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/pastoral-appointment-august-2018-don-weber.pdf
https://grdiocese.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/letter-respect-life-novena-august-2018.pdf
https://grdiocese.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/letter-respect-life-novena-august-2018-spanish.pdf
https://grdiocese.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/letter-religious-freedom-week-2018.pdf
https://grdiocese.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/letter-religious-freedom-week-2018-spanish.pdf
https://grdiocese.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/pastoral-appointments-july-2018-hutchinson-durkee-peacock-vallier.pdf
https://grdiocese.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/letter-crs-collection-2018.pdf
https://grdiocese.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/letter-crs-collection-2018-spanish.pdf
https://grdiocese.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/letter-the-light-is-on-penance-2018.pdf
https://grdiocese.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/letter-the-light-is-on-penance-2018-spanish.pdf
https://grdiocese.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/letter-csa-2018.pdf
https://grdiocese.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/letter-csa-2018-spanish.pdf
https://grdiocese.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/letter-crs-rice-bowl-february-2018.pdf
https://grdiocese.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/letter-crs-rice-bowl-february-2018-spanish.pdf
https://grdiocese.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/letter-catholic-schools-week-january-2018.pdf
https://grdiocese.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/letter-catholic-schools-week-january-2018-spanish.pdf
https://grdiocese.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/letter-catholic-schools-week-to-aquinas-college-january-2018.pdf
https://grdiocese.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/pastoral-appointments-january-february-2018-alber-king.pdf
https://grdiocese.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/appointments-january-2018-lown-page-weber.pdf
https://grdiocese.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/news-release-st-john-paul-ii-groundbreaking-august-2018.pdf
https://grdiocese.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/news-release-priest-ordination-may-2018.pdf
https://grdiocese.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/news-release-transitional-diaconate-ordination-may-2018.pdf
https://grdiocese.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/news-release-new-school-st-robert-ada-updated-april-2018.pdf


 
 

Life-size statue of Jesus by Grand Rapids artist Mic Carlson to be unveiled at the 

Basilica of St. Adalbert - April 6, 2018 

Bishop Walkowiak to Celebrate Easter: The Resurrection of the Lord - March 30, 

2018 

Bishop Walkowiak to Celebrate Good Friday of the Lord's Passion - March 29, 2018 

Bishop Walkowiak to Celebrate Holy Thursday: Mass of the Lord's Supper - March 

28, 2018 

Bishop Walkowiak to Celebrate Palm Sunday of the Lord's Passion - March 23, 2018 

Bishop Walkowiak to Celebrate Holy Week Liturgies at the Cathedral of Saint 

Andrew- March 23, 2018 

Founding principal of St. Robert Catholic School named - Jan. 9, 2018 

 

Media Coverage 

Diocese of Grand Rapids warns about pay-for-prayer calls, December 2018 (WZZM 

13) 

Parish building $5.5M church, August 2018 (Grand Rapids Business Journal) 

Interview on the abuse crisis with Bishop Walkowiak, August 2018 (WZZM 13) 

Ground Broken on St. Robert Catholic School in Ada, May 2018 (MLive Media 

Group | FOX 17) 

Jenny Leik hired as new principal of SS. Peter and Paul Catholic School in Ionia, 

April 2018 (Ionia Sentinel Standard | The Portland Beacon) 

Jenny Pudelko hired as new principal of St. Anthony of Padua Catholic School in 

Grand Rapids, April 2018 (MLive Media Group | Grand Rapids Business Journal) 

Grand Rapids artist Mic Carlson unveils life-size statue at the Basilica of St. 

Adalbert, April 2018 (WZZM 13 | WOOD TV 8 | MLive Media Group) 

Catholics celebrate Easter, April 2018 (WZZM 13) 

https://grdiocese.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/news-advisory-jesus-with-children-statue-unveiling-basilica-april-2018.pdf
https://grdiocese.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/news-advisory-jesus-with-children-statue-unveiling-basilica-april-2018.pdf
https://grdiocese.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/news-advisory-easter-2018.pdf
https://grdiocese.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/news-advisory-good-friday-2018.pdf
https://grdiocese.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/news-advisory-holy-thursday-2018.pdf
https://grdiocese.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/news-advisory-palm-sunday-2018.pdf
https://grdiocese.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/news-advisory-holy-week-2018.pdf
https://grdiocese.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/news-release-st-robert-principal-announcement-january-2018.pdf
https://www.wzzm13.com/article/news/investigations/13-on-your-side/diocese-of-grand-rapids-warns-about-pay-for-prayer-calls/69-623399812
https://www.wzzm13.com/article/news/investigations/13-on-your-side/diocese-of-grand-rapids-warns-about-pay-for-prayer-calls/69-623399812
https://www.grbj.com/articles/91433-parish-building-55m-church
https://www.wzzm13.com/article/news/local/grand-rapids-central/local-bishop-reacts-to-catholic-church-abuse-scandal/69-588918706
https://www.mlive.com/ada-cascade/2018/05/st_robert_breaks_ground_on_new.html
https://www.mlive.com/ada-cascade/2018/05/st_robert_breaks_ground_on_new.html
https://fox17online.com/2018/05/09/morning-buzz-5-things-to-know-for-may-9-2/
https://www.sentinel-standard.com/news/20180419/jenny-leik-to-be-new-ss-peter-and-paul-principal
https://www.theportlandbeacon.com/single-post/2018/04/17/Jenny-Leik-named-principal-of-SS-Peter-and-Paul-Catholic-School
https://www.mlive.com/walker/2018/04/st_anthony_of_padua_catholic_s.html
https://www.grbj.com/articles/90482-change-ups-schneider-elected-to-membership
https://www.wzzm13.com/article/news/community/grand-rapids-artist-unveils-sculpture-of-jesus-children-at-saint-adalbert-basilica/69-536417128
https://www.woodtv.com/news/grand-rapids/photos-gr-basilica-unveils-bronze-statue/
https://www.mlive.com/news/grand-rapids/2018/04/life-size_statue_of_jesus_unve.html
https://www.wzzm13.com/article/sports/local/hundreds-fill-the-cathedral-of-st-andrew-for-easter-mass/69-533971356


 
 

Portland St. Patrick Catholic School teacher's video goes viral, March 2018 (MLive 

Media Group) 

Catholic school students participate in March for Our Lives, March 2018 (WZZM 

13 | MLive Media Group) 

Why do we celebrate Lent? February 2018 (WGVU Morning Show) 

Catholic schools excited about the expansion of 529 plans, January 2018 (Grand 

Rapids Press) 

Parishioners participate in the March for Life, January 2018 (WOOD TV 8) 

Catholic schools in the diocese celebrate Catholic Schools Week, January 2018 

(FOX 17 Morning Mix) 

 

Contact: 

Director of Communications, Diocese of Grand Rapids 

616-551-5629 

https://www.mlive.com/news/2018/03/michigan_teacher_uses_breakdan.html
https://www.mlive.com/news/2018/03/michigan_teacher_uses_breakdan.html
https://www.wzzm13.com/video/news/local/grand-rapids-west/west-catholic-principal-talks-about-prayer-during-walkouts/69-8035934
https://www.wzzm13.com/video/news/local/grand-rapids-west/west-catholic-principal-talks-about-prayer-during-walkouts/69-8035934
https://www.mlive.com/news/grand-rapids/2018/03/grand_rapids_students_call_for.html
https://www.wgvunews.org/post/lenten-season
https://www.mlive.com/news/2018/01/michigan_exploring_how_federal.html
https://www.mlive.com/news/2018/01/michigan_exploring_how_federal.html
https://www.woodtv.com/news/grand-rapids/hundreds-from-gr-take-part-in-dc-march-for-life/
https://fox17online.com/2018/01/26/community-invited-to-celebrate-catholic-schools-week/

