
THE RECEPTION OF THE HOLY OILS  
FROM THE CHRISM MASS 

 
 

Introduction  
 

1. The reception of the holy oils may take place in individual parishes either before the celebration 
of the Evening Mass of the Lord's Supper on Holy Thursday or on another day that seems 
appropriate (Roman Missal, Chrism Mass, no. 15). 

• Note: Some parishes celebrate the Reception of Holy Oils as a sort of prelude to the 
Evening Mass of the Lord’s Supper. 

2. The oils should be reserved in a suitable repository in the sanctuary or near the baptismal font. 
3. Two model rites are provided below for your convenience.  The first, approved by the Holy See 

for optional use in 1989, is the form currently recommended by the USCCB.  The second, a 
provisional rite published in 1994, is what the bishops’ conference had shared on its website prior 
to this year.  Either form might be taken as a template for parish celebrations. 

 

A - Order for the Reception of the Holy Oils1 

 

4.   The Oils, in suitable vessels, are carried in the Entrance Procession by ministers or other 
persons. The vessels of oil are placed on a table which has been prepared for them in the 
sanctuary. The Priest may incense the Oils after he has incensed the altar. 

5.  After the Greeting of the Mass the Priest may briefly explain the significance of the blessing of the 
Oils and their use. The Oils are then placed in the repository where they are to be reserved and 
the Mass continues in the usual manner. 

6.   The following, or other words, may be used to explain the significance of the Oils: 

 

Oil of the Sick 

This Oil of the Sick has been blessed by our Bishop 

for the healing of body, mind, and soul. 

May the sick, who are anointed with it, 

experience the compassion of Christ and his saving love. 

 

Oil of Catechumens 

This Oil of Catechumens has been blessed by our Bishop 

for the anointing of those preparing for Baptism. 

Through this anointing they are strengthened by Christ 

to resist the power of Satan and reject evil in all its forms, 

as they prepare for the saving waters of Baptism. 

 

Holy Chrism 

This holy Chrism, a mixture of olive oil and perfume, 

has been consecrated by our Bishop and the Priests of our Diocese. 

It will be used to anoint infants after Baptism, 

those who are to be confirmed, 

Bishops and Priests at their Ordination, 

and altars and churches at the time of their dedication. 

                                                           
1 © 1988 United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, Washington, DC. All rights reserved. 



 
 

B – The Reception of the Holy Oils2 

 
7. The oils are received by the priest and are then placed on a suitably prepared table in the 

sanctuary or in the repository where they will be reserved. 
8. As each of the oils is presented, the following or other words may be used to explain the 

significance of the particular oil.  Note: Various composers have prepared musical settings for the 
reception of oils.  

9. The people's response may be sung. 
 
Presenter of the Oil of the Sick: 

The oil of the sick. 
 
Priest: 

May the sick who are anointed with this oil experience the compassion of Christ and his 
saving love, in body and soul. 

 
The people may respond: 

Blessed be God forever. 
 

Presenter of the Oil of Catechumens: 
The oil of catechumens. 
 

Priest: 
Through anointing with this oil may our catechumens who are preparing to receive the 
saving waters of baptism be strengthened by Christ to resist the power of Satan and reject 
evil in all its forms. 

 
The people may respond: 

Blessed be God forever. 
 

Presenter of the Holy Chrism: 
The holy Chrism. 
 

Priest: 
Through anointing with this perfumed Chrism may children and adults, who are baptized 
and confirmed, and presbyters, who are ordained, experience the gracious gift of the Holy 
Spirit. 
 

The people may respond: 
Blessed be God forever. 
 
 

 

 

                                                           
2 Adapted from The Reception of the Holy Oils, © 2011, United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, 3211 Fourth 
Street, NE, Washington, DC 20017-1194 USA. All rights reserved. 


